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SR-8 (Signal Mtn.
Blvd.) Wetlands
Mapper

Jul 12, 2011

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is not
responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the  base data shown on this map. All
wetlands related data should be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on
the Wetlands Mapper web site.
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MEETING REPORT

Subject:

Work Order No. 8
Agreement No. E1490
Technical Report – SR 8 (Signal Mountain
Boulevard), From SR 27 to Palisades Drive,
LM 13.96 to 17.01
Hamilton County, Tennessee

Department:

Infrastructure
ARCADIS Project No.:

CTT21008.0000

Place/Date of Meeting: Report No.:

ARCADIS Office/August 24, 2011 1

Minutes by:

Clint Butler
Issue Date:

August 30, 2011

Participants:

Steve Allen, TDOT
Nermine Nashed, TDOT
Jennifer Flynn, TDOT
Ken Flynn, TDOT
Robert Rogers, TDOT
Ray Rucker, TDOT
Wes Hughen, TDOT
Scott Medlin, TDOT
Alan Wolfe, TDOT
Gary M. Chapman, TDOT
Barry McClendon, TDOT
Chester Sutherland, TDOT
Landon Castleberry, TDOT
James Ball, TDOT
Amber Thorton, TDOT

Present:

Mayor Bill Lusk, Town of Signal
Mountain
Honna Rogers, Town of Signal Mountain
Dennis Malone, City of Chattanooga
John Van Winkle, City of Chattanooga
Harold Austin, Hamilton County
Ben Wilson, Hamilton County
Melissa Taylor, RPA –TPO
Karen Rennich, RPA - TPO
Brian Whitaker, ARCADIS
Harvey McKaig, ARCADIS
Clint Butler, ARCADIS
Dewayne Ponds, ARCADIS
Bryan Kyker, ARCADIS

Copies:

Bill Payne, City of
Chattanooga

ARCADIS U.S., Inc.

1210 Premier Drive

Suite 200

Chattanooga

Tennessee 37421

Tel 423 756 7193

Fax 423 756 7197

Brian Whitaker opened the meeting with a safety moment and after introductions were made turned the
presentation over to Steve Allen.
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Project Schedule and Progress

Steve Allen mentioned there is about one month left to complete the draft report.

Mayor Lusk stated that he felt the project is heading in the right direction.

2009 Slide Repair

Ken Flynn stated it took 5 days to complete the 2009 slide repair and Ray Rucker further commented that
the slide was caused by a water fall.

Mayor Lusk requested roadway stabilization repairs be performed in a similar fashion to the 2009 slide
repair. He said the contractor did a good job on that project. Steve Allen responded by saying that was an
emergency fix and would be cost prohibitive to perform the repairs that way. Ken Flynn added that it is not
feasible to perform the repairs at such a fast pace and on such a compressed time line.

Report/Plans

Steve Allen requested overhead utility lines be added to the plans.

Ken Flynn requested the cost be broken out by spot improvement area and to discuss how breaking the
project up would limit duration of roadway closures.

Steve Allen mentioned the report would provide individual treatment costs.

Steve Allen mentioned adding a statement in the report about more residents being impacted along the W
Road than SR 8.

Steve Allen requested a viaduct cost be added in the report.

1990 TDOT Design Project

Robert Rogers stated TDOT had design plans from 1990 for an improved SR-8 from the base of the
mountain to just beyond the space house. Clint Butler commented that ARCADIS has the 1990 plan set.

John Van Winkle questioned why the 1990 project was ruled out. Mayor Lusk stated at the time Signal
Mountain did not want it and were opposed to the route following Palisades Drive. Robert Rogers
mentioned that there was a lot of opposition to the project on Signal Mountain. Ray Rucker stated that the
people on the mountain wanted to limit access not widen and improve the route.

Reconstruct Existing Route

Ray Rucker mentioned the W Road and Roberts Mill Road both are closed during the winter and would
not be adequate bypass routes.

John Van Winkle stated the public may be anticipating a viaduct along the bluff area near the top of the
mountain. Mayor Lusk stated that a viaduct may allow the road to remain open during construction. Alan
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Wolfe mentioned the viaduct may have icing problems.

Mayor Lusk stated that a 1 mile viaduct around the rock fall area would really help. Ray Rucker asked if
the mayor would like to see two or three lane viaduct. Mayor Lusk requested 3 lanes. Ken Flynn stated
that the viaduct does not eliminate the rock fall issues. You would still have to investigate stabilizing the
rock fall area.

New Route

Steve Allen stated if a new route is constructed up the mountain that the existing SR 8 would most likely
be turned over to the locals.

A general comment was made that more residents would be impacted by constructing a new route along
the W road than improving SR 8.

Spot Improvements

John Van Winkle asked how many properties would be impacted by cutting back the slope near the top of
the mountain. Dewayne Ponds suggested approximately 6.

Scott Medlin mentioned the difficulty of rock bolting the escarpment area. Crane location would be difficult
and would most likely require shutting down the road. Ken Flynn agreed and further stated that the focus
should be on removing the loose material.

Robert Rogers questioned if storm water detention had been evaluated. Brian Whitaker said it had not and
may be difficult to provide on this project.

Ken Flynn raised concern over the utilities located in the existing ditch.

Ray Rucker questioned adding pipes and changing the flow of water could impact residents that live along
the route. Bryan Kyker stated that all drainage improvement will need a thorough drainage analysis before
installing any improvements. Brian Whitaker also stated the pipes can be day lighted at the toe of slope.

Ray Rucker questioned if guardrail was reviewed. Steve Allen stated it was not part of this project. Alan
Wolfe mentioned if federal funds are involved the guardrail will need to be upgraded and improved to
current standards. Steve Allen stated the project would be state funded.

Brian Whitaker stated that the immediate need is to provide adequate drainage and stabilize the roadway.

Ray Rucker mentioned there is a need to improve the route due to his forces having to perform
maintenance on a regular basis.

Scott Medlin requested incorporating maintenance cost for the roadway in the report. Jennifer Flynn
mentioned the MMS program. Scott Medlin said to contact Richard Howell about the maintenance cost for
the roadway.

Steve Allen commented that the town should look at severe areas first and work on getting the long term
type improvement coordinated with the TPO. Steve further stated he would recommend this as a “good
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project” and that the commissioner would require public support.

Melissa Taylor stated that to place this project on the LRTP that a funding source would have to be
identified and flushed out by mid to early 2013.

Steve Allen stated that he would present the project to the 7
th

floor at TDOT and they would decide how to
address with programming.

Mayor Lusk mentioned stabilization areas 1 and 2 as shown on the maps were the most important.

Honna Rogers commented that there are other users of the route such as Sequatchie County and
Waldens Ridge residents.

Mayor Lusk stated Signal Mountain would take the political heat during the construction process off of
TDOT. They would be out in front during the repairs.

ARCADIS Action Items

Obtain historical maintenance cost from Richard Howell.

Incorporate revisions as listed in the Report/Plans section.


